
 

Presidentôs Message 
 

The Purpose and Value of SPSõs Judging 

 
The definition of ñjudgeò as it applies to photography can mean 

determining the results as in a competition, evaluating as a form of 

critical opinion, pronouncing a judgment such this is a ñbadò or 

ñgreatò image, or as a noun in the terms of an authority who is able 

to estimate worth or quality.  

 

I would hope as it is defined and utilized at SPS it would have a 

whole different context. A more appropriate way to approach our 

submitted entries would be to not envision the terms judge or 

judging, which can have a negative connotation, but to think of it 

as ñImage Evaluation.ò Image Evaluation should be viewed as a 

positive, constructive tool in the process of improving our skills as 

photographers. 

 

So from now on I will try to ask for volunteers as Image 

Evaluators, rather than judges. This is a more appropriate term for 

our clubôs goals. The clubôs stated purpose of existence is ñthe 

advancement of photography as an art and as a science.ò And to 

ñhelp individual members gain a greater enjoyment from their 

photography, to acquire a technical knowledge of the art, and to 

encourage a free and unselfish exchange of ideas.ò 

 

We should strive to have judging at SPS, in the purest sense, of 

having the educational intent for the evaluator, maker and 

audience of visualizing to improve images. The score or scoring is 

secondary, with these results intended to evaluate a makerôs 

overall progress of photographic skills over a period of time. 

 
(Continued on page 2) 
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SPS is a member of the 

Photographic Society of 

A m e r i c a  a n d  t h e 

Northwest Council of 

Camera Clubs.  

I would hope all members will think thoroughly about this, and 

rethink our definition and attitude toward judging. Letôs replace the 

current role of judging and any negative connotations, with the 

positive, constructive term of ñImage Evaluation.ò With a positive 

state of mind and a heighted attitude we can gain greater knowledge 

and improvement in our photographic skills, whether scoring or 

sitting in the audience. 

 

Please help me open this door in these efforts, to the benefit of all, to 

make SPS an even greater source of energy, enthusiasm and love for  

our photography.  

 

Sam Ruljancich 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Education Night - March 31st  
 
 Workshop - Evaluating and Judging Images 

 

In this workshop we will discuss and practice evaluating 

images using Composition, Technical Quality, and Impact/

Interest. Members will break into small groups so that 

everyone will have a chance to participate.  

 

You may submit up to 2 images to John Cornicello  

(John@JohnCornicello.com) by Monday, March 30th. The 

images should be set to 1050 pixels on the longest side. 

Label them name_ednight_title.jpg . 

 

These image scores will not be counted toward any year end 

score totals, and may have been submitted to SPS before. 

This is a great opportunity to get a different type of feedback 

on your images.  

 

In addition to evaluating projected images, we will also 

examine several prints, and look at a few different options 

for paper .  
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A View from the Board  - A monthly summary of the Board Meeting  

by Sheri Diggins  

 
 
Discussed format for upcoming March education night.  

 

Discussed details for the special guest speaker on April 28th. Greg Gilbert, photo-

journalist for the Seattle Times will give a presentation and provide commentary 

for our regular judged  image competition. Discussed options that would allow for 

his presentation and still end the meeting at 10PM, including starting early, 

limiting image entries to those that are present that night, and eliminating audi-

ence comments.  

 

Discussed June 30th education night. It will probably feature a presentation by 

Charles Needle, who frequently teaches workshops on nature and garden photog-

raphy. 

 

Voted on potential topics for next yearôs assignments. Final tally and options to be 

discussed further at next board meeting. 

 

Discussed whether to eliminate ñNatureò as a judged category. Many arguments 

were made both for and against. Ultimately decided to leave things as they are for 

at least another year. 

 

Discussed how to improve the lighting for print judging to eliminate glare and to 

provide even lighting from the top to the bottom of the print. Jim Ewins has 

volunteered to build a viewing box similar to one he built for another photo club.  

We will evaluate if this is an improvement or not.  

 

Discussed options of covering the windows to block out the light now that it will be 

getting dark later. The church is unwilling to buy and install curtains. Robert will 

look into buying foam board that can be cut to fit inside the windows. These would 

be quick and easy to put up and take down for each meeting.  
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Gretchen Thompson 
Skagit Tulips  

Sam Ruljancich 
O 

Ian Chapin 
Spyder Headlight  

Projected Image Division February 3, 2009 

            
Maker Title Medium Score Award PC 

            
Open Category           
Darin Rogers The Lighthouse Digital  40   1st  * PC 
Ian Chapin Spyder Headlight  Digital  39 2nd  *   

Richard Hamann  Lands End Digital  38 3rd   

Julee Anne Jackson Schoolôs Out Slide 38 3rd   
Phillip Brugalette  Agra Lattice  Digital  36     
Eugene Collias, APSA At Ease Digital  36     

Marilyn Dunstan  
Tying at the 
Government Locks 

Digital  34     

            
Nature Category           
Jim Downar  Camp Robber Digital  41 1st  * PC 
Ginger Jeromchek Frost Beard  Slide 39 2nd  *   
Kathy Admire  Spotted Owl Digital  36     

Alan Berry Leaves Digital  34     

            
    Altered Reality Category  - Assignment - Long Exposures     

George Ferrara, APSA Pendulum Motion  Slide 42 1st  * PC 

Gretchen Thompson Skagit Tulips  Digital  42 1st  *   

Sam Ruljancich O Digital      41 2nd  *   
Dick McMahon  Swoosh Slide 39 3rd   
Doug McArthur  Ghost Swingers Digital  39 3rd   
Suvro Dattta Fancy Lights  Digital  39 3rd   

Norm Share Dancing Fly  Digital  39 3rd   

Robert  Rutkin  
Bicycle Riding - El 
Nin0  

Digital  39 3rd   

Wendy Engquist Ghost Roses Digital  39 3rd   
Peggy Curtis Funky Bunker  Digital  39 3rd   
Maurene Rutkin  Lucky Spin  Digital  38     
John Cornicello Sunset Digital  38     

Margret Maria Cordts  
Dreaming of 
Christmas  

Digital  38     

Mike Livdahl  Traffic Storm  Digital  37     
Al Koskie  Endangered Species Digital  37     
Sheri Diggins Ghost Child Digital  37     
Glenn Hudson Spinner  Digital  36     
  
* Each image receiving one of the two highest scores in its Category earns one Merit Point.  
PC ï Peopleôs Choice ï This image was voted best in its Category by persons present. 
Projected Director  Julee Anne Jackson 
Digital Director  Jim Downar  
Commentator Sam Ruljancich 

Judges Kathy Admire, Glenn Hudson, and Muriel Siadak  

Peggy Curtis 
Funky  



Projected Night  
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Norm Share Dancing Fly  

Robert  Rutkin  Bicycle Riding - El Nin0  

Maurene Rutkin  Lucky Spin  

Glenn Hudson Spinner  

Darin Rogers The Lighthouse 

George Ferrara, APSA     Pendulum Motion  

Richard Hamann  Lands End 

Doug McArthur  Ghost Swingers 

Kathy Admire  
Spotted Owl 

Sheri Diggins 
Ghost Child 

Jim Downar  
Camp Robber 
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SPS Print Division      Director: Alan Moodie  
February 17th, 2009             Prints this evening = 31 
 
 

Small Color Prints        

 
 

Small B&W Prints  

 
 

Large Color Prints 

 
 

Large B&W Prints    

 
  
   

 
Judges;  Neil Buckland, Wendy Engquist, Dick McMahon 
Commentator;  Sam Ruljancich    Print Changer;  Glen Hudson 
Tabulator; Eugene Collias   Equipment; Eugene Collias, Dick McMahon, Muriel Siadak 
* = merit point,   pc = peoples choice 

Caryn Adams Running Lights  39 1st 
Sam Ruljancich Follow the Roof Line  39 1st 
Jim Ewins  When Day is Done 39 1st 
Maureen Rutkin  Watercolor Blossom  38 2nd 
Maureen Rutkin  Lights, San Diego Waterfront  38 2nd 
Michael Lavery Deadlist Flower  35 3rd  
Wendy Engquist Apollo Spa 35 3rd  
Peggy Curtis Rubus 35 3rd  
Wendy Engquist Holiday Snow Glow  35 3rd  pc 

Muriel Siadak  Rapa Nui Man  35 1st   pc 

Robert Rutkin  Dahlias in a Dahlia Bowl  42 1st * 
Glenn Hudson Houseboat Reflections 42 1st * pc 
Jim Ewins  Beaver Tail Cactus 41 2nd 
Eric Badeau Bubbling Hippo  40 3rd  
Roy Richards End of the Road 40 3rd  
Mike Livdahl  Flower #1  39   
Sylvia Ewins Tree of Life 38   
Mike Livdahl  Flowers #2  38   
Roy Richards Gray Angelfish  38   
Sam Ruljancich Mine Shaft or Elevator Shaft  37   
Alan Moodie  Color or Chrome  37   
Janine Boyer Heidelberg Germany  37   
Janine Boyer Luxembourg Park  36   
Dick McMahon  Arboretum Scene 36   
Muriel Siadak  Still Life 3  36   
Michael Lavery Cactus 36   
Eugene Collias Beehive Rock 35   

Eric Badeau Caught 42 1st * pc 
Sylvia Ewins Awesome Panorama 40 2nd 
Glenn Hudson Ghost Town Gate 39 3rd  
Caryn Adams Invisible Line  38   



Print Night 
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Sam Ruljancich  
Mine Shaft or Elevator Shaft  

Sylvia Ewins Tree of Life 

Roy Richards End of the Road 

Janine Boyer Heidelberg Germany  

Roy Richards Gray Angelfish  

Janine Boyer Luxembourg Park  

Jim Ewins  
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Sam Ruljancich 
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Jacque Hodgen 
Stripes and Spots 

Maurene Rutkin  
Mr. Wizard  

John Cornicello
 Monolith  

Projected Image Division    February 23, 2009  

            

Maker  Title  Medium  Score  Award  PC 

            

Altered Reality Category  (6 images)         

Chris Diepenbrock Fall Leaves Digital  41 1st*   

John Cornicello  Monolith  Digital  40 2nd*    

Jacque Hodgen Stripes and Spots Digital  39 3rd PC 

Dick McMahon  Eight Exposures Slide 39 3rd   

Robert Rutkin  Dahlia Fly Trap  Digital  39 3rd   

Maurene Rutkin  Mr. Wizard  Digital  38     

            
Nature Category   (9 images)         
Murali Narayanan  Ring Neck Digital  39 1st*   

Glenn Hudson Icy Reflections Digital  39 1st*   

Kathy Admire  Harbinger of Spring  Digital  39 1st* PC 

Eric Badeau Trail to Wallace Falls  Digital  38 2nd   

Ted Roman Lake Washington Swan  Digital  37 3rd   

Caryn Adams Juvenile eagle #1 Digital  37 3rd   

Michael Lavery Lensbaby Yellow Flower #2  Digital  35     

Caryn Adams Light Play  Digital  35     

Peggy Curtis Yellow Field Blue Sky Digital  34     

            

Open Category  (19 images)         

Gretchen Thompson Crumbling Brick  Digital  40 1st*   

Darin Rogers My Favorite Color is Green  Digital  40 1st* PC 

Al Koskie Tully's  Digital  39 2nd*    

Ian Chapin Fisherman's Netting  Digital  39 2nd*    

Wendy Engquist It's Not Easy Being Green Digital  39 2nd*    

Julee Anne Jackson Police on Parade Slide 39 2nd*    

Muriel Siadak  Valparaiso Graffiti  Digital  38 3rd   

Alicia Richards Kiss Digital  38 3rd   

Suvro Datta Footsteps Digital  38 3rd   

Sam Ruljancich Organ Practice  Digital  38 3rd   

Doug McArthur  Thai Wat  Digital  38 3rd   

Ginger Jeromchek Christmas Icicles Slide 37     

Jim Downar  Spring Cleaning  Digital  37     

John M. Smiley Muddy Work  Digital  37     

Eugene Collias Ferrier #1  Digital  37     

Richard Hamann  Table for Two  Digital  36     

George Ferrara Swans Slide 36     

Marilyn Dunstan  Hawaii Beach Scene Digital  36     

Neil Fahlstrom  Feeling Digital  35     

            

* One Merit Point is awarded to the makers of the images in each category that receive 1st and 
2nd place and score 39 or above. 

PC - People's Choice - This image was voted best in its category by persons present.      

Projected Image 
Director  

Alicia Richards      

Digital Director  Jim Downar          

Commentator  Sam Ruljancich         

Judges Michael Lavery, Robert Rutkin, and Julee Anne Jackson     

Robert Rutkin  
Dahlia Fly Trap  
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Projected Night 

Darin Rogers    My Favorite Color is Green  

Wendy Engquist  It's Not Easy Being Green 

Al Koskie Tully's  

John M. Smiley Muddy Work  

Murali Narayanan  Ring Neck 

Kathy Admire  Harbinger of Spring  

Glenn Hudson Icy Reflections 

Eric Badeau Trail to Wallace Falls  

Gretchen Thompson 
Crumbling Brick  

Ian Chapin 
Fisherman's Netting  

Chris Diepenbrock 
Fall Leaves 


