
 

Presidentôs Message 
 

The Value of Simplicity  
 
 
As I get older, I begin to realize the importance of the small things in life. 

The little things are bypassed in our thoughts by the more grandiose things 

- things like material wealth, bigger newer homes, cars and all the other 

common distractions from real life. Our modern industrial society thrives 

on the latest and greatest. And American culture not only thrives on these 

but survives on these. 

But as our recent financial state of the world is illustrating to us, that 

maybe we have over extended our resources and priorities beyond the 

truly important virtues of life. These small virtues are as simple as a hug, 

seeing and giving a smile, the joy and innocence in a childôs face, the 

genuineness and importance of a lifeôs story to an elder, a touch, watching 

your children grow, honesty, a best friend, seeing youth and elders 

enjoying life, etc. And as we get older our time becomes more important 

than when we enjoyed our frivolous youth. As we get ever older our 

memory is more selective in what it remembers. 

Now what does all this have to do with photography you ask? There is a 

direct correlation as in the analogy ñless is moreò which can also be stated, 

ñmore is lessò in the importance we may give to each of lifeôs elements, 

both in the time we allow or have toward these life endeavors. So too does 

that apply to a good photograph. The most impactful and meaningful 

images carry an element of simplicity in our age of rapid change and 

technological advancements, mobility and worldwide access. Our brain 

and activities are overwhelmed.  So much so that we loose the view of the 

trees through the forest. If we can reduce our photographs to the tree we 

can enhance the emotional thought or story telling elements to the theory 

that less is better. The correlation between the importance of the small 

things in life is portrayed in the simplicity of a photograph.  

 
Making the simple complicated is commonplace, making the complicated 
simple, awesomely simple, thatôs creativity. - Charles Mingus  
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Voluntary simplicity means going fewer places in one day rather than 
more, seeing less so I can see more, doing less so I can do more, 
acquiring less so I can have more.  - John Kabot-Zinn  
 
The ordinary arts we practice everyday at home are of more importance 
to the soul than their simplicity might suggest. - Thomas More 
 
 
Now that youôve forgotten all about little things and simplicity that I 
spoke about above, I bring you a counter point. Following member Bruce 
Cliftonôs last months article on his experience converting from Windows 
32bit to 64bit, we offer a second experience, taken from a different 
starting point, on the conversion by fellow members Maureen and Vice 
President Robert Rutkin.  
 
 
 
Converting from Windows XP to Windows 7 and Photo Shop CS2 to CS4 

Due to a crash we bought a new computer with Windows 7 64 bit 

installed. The features of '7' are numerous, but take a short learning curve 

to utilize. It took about a week to find and understand the new look and 

features, and to feel comfortable. Once we learned enough to operate '7' 

easily, we were very happy, and think the new features are a big step 

forward. The first feature we noticed is that all open programs and screens 

appear on a tool bar at the bottom of the screen (a copy of Apple). We can 

jump from program to program instantly and can see what is open, such as 

e-mail screens. If I am forwarding an e-mail and forgot who sent it, I can put 

the cursor on the e-mail icon, and all screens appear to view. A review in the 

Cable Release mentioned the issues of converting from XP to 7 had 

problems, but since we were not converting, this was not an issue. 

At the time we got the new computer, we installed Photo Shop CS4 64 

bit. We had previously installed CS4 32 bit on our laptop and found it did 

not have enough power to run all the features and a warning notice let us 

know some features were turned off. On the new desktop everything is 

functioning and extremely fast. The biggest hurdle was learning the new 

look and features compared to CS2 which we used for a number of years.  It 

took about 10 days to learn to navigate confidently, and now we would 

never go back to CS2.  For those who are using CS3, the learning curve will 

be less as the biggest jump was from CS2 to CS3 than it was from CS3 to 

CS4.  The black and white conversion in CS4 is far better than CS2 with 

many new features for tweaking the look of the image.  We recommend 

Windows 7 64 bit and CS4 64 bit, as both have moved us into better and 

faster processing, whether it is image processing, using the internet, Word 

or Excel.  - Robert and Maurene Rutkin 
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A View from the Board  - A monthly summary of the Board Meeting  

by Sheri Diggins  

 
Noted that the application for membership should be posted on the website. 
 
Currently the handbook specifies that an image must be taken with either a film or digital camera. 
Discussed whether  images made by scanning objects directly with a scanner should be allowed. 
Handbook committee to discuss further and offer recommendations. Input from members 
welcomed on this or any other  issues that should be addressed in the new handbook.  
 
Approved preliminary draft of written procedure for image submission in interclub competitions.  

Reminders 

 
Assignment - April 6th, 2010  

Nature - Reflections 

 
Education Night - March 30, 2010  
Monitor Calibration and Color Profiling  

presented by Bruce Clifton and Sam Ruljancich  
 
ñThatôs not what my image looked like on my 
monitor at homeéò On this education night we will 
attempt to provide members with the tools and 
knowledge to avoid this common and frustrating 
experience. 
 
We will be showing an hour long webinar on monitor 
calibration and color profiling. We will also discuss 
how to use tools such as the PDI target. 

Correction:  
On pg. 4 of 
last monthôs 
issue this 
image should 
have read 
Aaron Plotkin 
Blue Footed 
Boobie in the 
Galapagos 

Volunteers 
 
We have an position open for an Education Night coordinator.  
 
The annual election of the board occurs the first Tuesday in June. We are also asking for 
volunteers to serve on the nominating committee, as well as for volunteers to run for the positions 
of Secretary, Treasurer or Director.  
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Jerry  Dunbar  
Old Olds Decoôd 

Sam  Ruljancich 
Vibrant Florals  

Maurene Rutkin  
Building Reflections  

Projected Image Division February 2, 2010 

            

Maker Title Medium Score Award PC 

            

Open Category           

John Cornicello  
Take Me To Your 
Leader 

Digital  41 1st   *   

Doug McArthur  Contrasts Digital  40 2nd   * PC 

Fran McCullough Early Morning Fishing  Digital  40 2nd   *   

Sheri Diggins I Can Do It Myself  Digital  39   3rd   

Frank Dobrushken Succulence Digital  39   3rd   

Mike Livdahl  
Grand Prismatic 
Spring Yellowstone  

Digital  38     

Michael Evans Snoqualmie Falls Digital  38     

Darin Rogers Trees Digital  37     

John Sevy Black Hills Bone yard  Digital  37     

Sam  Ruljancich Vibrant Florals  Digital  37     

John Smiley Mushroom Group  Digital  37     

Jeff Jordan Desert Flower  Digital  37     

Gary Chamberlin Reflections Digital  36     

Julee Anne Jackson 
Bridge to Town Hall ï
Luzern 

Slide 36     

Eugene E. Collias, APSA Sparkie #2  Digital  36     

Al Koskie Snowed In Camper Digital  35     

Jacque Hodgen Parrott  Digital  34     

Fred Fu Mary Magdalene  Digital  33     

      

Nature Category           

Aaron Plotkin  Galapagos Crab & Gull  Digital  40 1st   *   

Murali Narayanan  Sunscreen Please Digital  40 1st   * PC 

Jim  Downar  Fungus Digital  36   2nd   

Robert Rutkin  
A Dead Tree & Itôs 
Shadow 

Digital  36   2nd   

Kathy Admire  Wasp Laying Eggs  Digital  34   3rd   

      

Altered Reality Category           

Dick McMahon  Behind the Glass Digital  39 1st   * PC 

George Ferrara, APSA Neon Glow Digital  38    2nd   

Jerry  Dunbar  Old Olds Decoôd Digital  38    2nd   

Maurene Rutkin  Building Reflections  Digital      37    3rd   

            
* Each image receiving one of the two highest scores in its Category earns one Merit Point.  
PC ï Peopleôs Choice ï This image was voted best in its Category by persons present. 

Projected Director  Julee Anne Jackson 

Digital Director  Jim Downar  

Commentator  Sam Ruljancich 

Judges John Cornicello, Sheri Diggins, Eugene Collias, APSA 

    



Projected Night  
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Mike Livdahl   Grand Prismatic Spring 
Yellowstone 

Aaron Plotkin  Galapagos Crab & Gull  

Michael Evans Snoqualmie Falls 

Murali Narayanan     Sunscreen Please 

John Cornicello  Take Me To Your Leader 

Sheri Diggins      I Can Do It Myself  

Doug McArthur  Contrasts  

Frank Dobrushken  Succulence 

Gary Chamberlin
 Reflections 

John Smiley 
Mushroom Group  

Fran McCullough  
Early Morning Fishing  
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Sylvia Ewins 
Santa Monica CA City Hall  

Janine Boyer 
Stone Crossing 

Print Division         Director: Alan Moodie  
 February 16th, 2010             Prints this evening = 34 
 
 

Small Color Prints        

 
 

Small Mono Prints  

 
 

Large Color Prints 

 
 

Large Mono Prints  

 
 
 
    

 
 
Judges;  Aaron Plotkin, Eric Badeau, and ? 

Commentator;  Sam Ruljancich   Print Changer;  Glen Hudson 
Tabulator; Mike Livdahl   Equipment ï Room Setup; many people 
* = merit point,   pc = peoples choice 

Aaron Plotkin  Great Blue Heron  41 1st * 
Doug McArthur  Butterfly #3  40 2nd pc 
Glenn Hudson Painted Pony 39 3rd  
Beverly McArthur  Primrose  37   
Fred Fu Main Street  37   
Beverly McArthur  Helleborus (Green Heron)  37   
Cassie Bohannan French Door  36   
Fred Fu Old Bridge  35   

Frank Dobrushken  The Monolith  42 1st * 
Doug McArthur  Ocean Shores #2 42 1st * pc 
Jerry Dunbar  Cook Inlet 35 2nd 

Roy Richards La Push Dawn 41 1st * pc 
Eric Badeau Attack  41 1st * 
Dick McMahon  Ferns 40 2nd 
Cassie Bohannan Bouquet 40 2nd 
Mike Livdahl  Snow Goose on Final Approach 40 2nd 
Richard Buhrer  Japanese Maple 38 3rd  
Roy Richards Tipsoo Lake Revision 38 3rd  
Fletcher Pomeroy Rolling Dunes  38 3rd  
Bruce Clifton  Cabin Near McEwen  38 3rd  
Sam Ruljancich Mirror Mirror on the Wall  38 3rd  
Alan Moodie  Flower Impressions  38 3rd  
Sam Ruljancich An Apple a Day 37   
Mike Livdahl  Spring Reflections #1 37   
Janine Boyer Stone Crossing 37   
Sylvia Ewins Totem Pole & Yeibichai 37   
Jerry Dunbar  Ovaltown on a Noisy Evening  36   
Janine Boyer Pinching a Lunch  35   

Bruce Clifton  Isolated Homestead 42 1st * pc 
Frank Dobrushken  Dome Dream 42 1st * 
Aaron Plotkin  Upper Antelope Canyon  38 2nd 
Sylvia Ewins Santa Monica CA City Hall  38 2nd 
Fletcher Pomeroy Lean on Me 37 3rd  
Richard Buhrer  Seattle from the North  34   

Fred Fu 
Old Bridge  

Bruce Clifton  
Isolated Homestead 



Print Night 
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Janine Boyer Pinching a Lunch  Jerry Dunbar  Ovaltown on a Noisy Evening  

Roy Richards La Push Dawn Roy Richards Tipsoo Lake Revision 

Fred Fu     Main Street  

Frank Dobrushken  The Monolith  

Sylvia Ewins Totem Pole & Yeibichai 

Frank Dobrushken  Dome Dream  
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Murali Narayanan  
Totem Pole Silhouette 

John Sevy 
Two Hornbills  

Aaron Plotkin  
Secret Canyon Forms 

Projected Image Division  February 23, 2010  

            

Maker  Title  Medium  Score  Award  PC 

            

Altered Reality Category  (3 images)         

Dick McMahon  Afternoon Bliss  Slide 36 1st PC 

Maurene Rutkin  Pink Tulips  Digital  34 2nd   

Jim Downar  Spring Blossoms Digital  34 2nd   

      

Nature Category   (7 images)         

Aaron Plotkin  Secret Canyon Forms Digital  40 1st* PC 

Murali Narayanan  Totem Pole Silhouette Digital  39 2nd*    

John Sevy Two Hornbills  Digital  38 3rd   

Becky Scott Lazy Afternoon  Digital  38 3rd   

George Ferrara Macaw  Slide 37     

Kathy Admire  Juvenile Red Tailed Hawk  Digital  37     

Richard Buhrer  After Winter Rain  Digital  36     

      

Open Category  (17 images)         

John Cornicello  Brown Eye Beauty  Digital  40 1st*   

Chris Diepenbrock Palouse Schoolhouse Digital  40 1st*   

Frank Dobrushken My, How We've Grown  Digital  38 2nd PC 

Ray Sotkiewicz Bons Amis Digital  38 2nd   

Sam Ruljancich Irish Ruins  Digital  38 2nd   

Sheri Diggins Bloedel Reserve Digital  37 3rd   

Robert Rutkin  EMP Shadows Digital  37 3rd   

Richard Hamann  Summer Walk  Digital  37 3rd   

Alicia Richards Yellow Crocuses Digital  37 3rd   

John M. Smiley Totem Pigeon Digital  36     

Eugene Collias Contented Digital  36     

Doug McArthur  B/W Dahlias  Digital  36     

Ravi Mantena Pike Digital  36     

Jacque Hodgen Green Boat Reflection Digital  36     

Jerry Dunbar  Beached Digital  36     

Mike Livdahl  Pieris Japonica  Digital  35     

Fred Fu Riverboat  Digital  35     

            

* One Merit Point is awarded to the makers of the images in each category that receive 1st 
and 2nd place and score 39 or above. 

PC - People's Choice - This image was voted best in its category by persons present.        

Projected Image Director Alicia Richards     

Digital Director  Jim Downar          

Judges Fred Fu, Judy Folks, Doug McArthur         

Commentary Sam Ruljancich         
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Projected Night 

Chris Diepenbrock      Palouse Schoolhouse 

Ray Sotkiewicz Bons Amis 

Frank Dobrushken  My, How We've Grown  

Sam Ruljancich Irish Ruins  

Maurene Rutkin  Pink Tulips  

Becky Scott Lazy Afternoon  

Jim Downar  Spring Blossoms  

John Cornicello  Brown Eye Beauty  

Doug McArthur  
B/W Dahlias  

Jerry Dunbar
 Beached 

Robert Rutkin  
EMP Shadows 

Kathy Admire  
Juvenile Red Tailed Hawk  


