
 

Presidentôs Message 
 

Projectorôs Luminance/Brightness Issue Update 
 
Last month I discussed simplicity in life and the effectiveness 
of this simplicity in photographic images. The irony is that 
simplicity is intrinsically not a natural element of 
photography. The actual science of photography is not as automatic or 
intuitive as it is in the eyes and mind of the human. Therefore, we must digress 
from the beauty of simplicity to reenter the technical details of photography 
and electronics to recreate the less intuitive process to create a simplistic 
image called a photograph. 
 
In photography we try diligently to duplicate what we naturally see as humans. 
This may sometimes be called a ñrecordò shot or image. With the advent of the 
latest technology, we have now a much greater opportunity to expand our 
creativity to include impression, mood, expression and creative vision, thus 
expanding photography into the broader field of art.  
 
Photography today has therefore expanded the photographerôs vision beyond 
the moment of time of the imageôs capture. We have gone beyond the limited 
ability to create different visions through the use of software, both in the 
camera and in the computer workflow. Today photography increasingly uses 
technology to output the full range of image quality and art, from ñas 
recordedò to ñaltered reality.ò To do so the photographer must create a 
workflow that is consistent technically from the initial vision to the final 
output.  
 
I have been diligently working to find answers to the accuracy of digital output 
for projected images. Today I will address the luminance of projector output. I 
know you have repeatedly heard my prior emphasis on calibration and a 
quality monitor to maintain primarily color accuracy. The issue of projected 
brightness consistency and quality remain more elusive. So now I will try to 
further update the continuing effort to resolve this issue of monitor and 
projector brightness/luminance. Below is a reply to this question from the 
May 2010 Shutterbug Magazine - 
 

ñCALIBRATING AND PROFILING FOR LCD PROJECTIONò 
 

Q.   ñI read your January 2010 reply to Tom Tsakeris, which 
intrigued me further to search out your August 2009 article on 
LCD luminance and dark prints. I was further drawn to this 
August article because I am trying to resolve our photo clubôs 
issue of digitally projected images being brighter than our 
memberôs home monitors. I am in the process of writing the 
presidentôs message to our members to find a resolution for 
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some of the members who have this problem. Their solution 
has been to darken selected images that were to be 
presented on the clubôs high end Canon SX7 projector. We 
have calibrated the projector with the Spider3Elite, and are 
aware of our projectorôs high brightness values. We 
encourage the members to calibrate their monitors, but are 
sure that this is not always done. Most use a PC for their 
photo editing and usually Photoshop. I feel their solution of 
adjusting by editing each image to our output is a poor 
choice. I would like to hear your suggestions for projection 
now that you have covered prints.ò - Sam Ruljancich  

 
A. ñIf the photographers are color correcting and adjusting 
images primarily for printing, then there will be a mismatch to 
your projector. Ideally, you need to be able to measure the 
range reproduced by the projector. So, what image 
information can you use with your Spider3Elite to do just that? 
There is a new product that may provide the means to make 
that measurement objectively and accurately, and it is the X -
Rite ColorChecker Passport. One of the capabilities of the 
ColorChecker Passport is that it will work with Photoshopôs 
Adobe Camera Raw to make .DNG image profiles. So possibly 
that process could be used, but candidly I donôt know how that 
would work. But I am sure there are technical experts at X -
Rite who could make some suggestionsò - David Brooks  

 
In the continuing attempt to improve the situation, I reviewed the issue 
with the Canon (our projector manufacturer) District Rep. I expressed 
my and fellow member Bruce Cliftonôs understanding of the technical 
issues and our thoughts to resolve the situation, beyond the 
recommendation of using a quality monitor and calibrating it. The 
Canon Rep confirmed our understanding of the differences in the 
projected technologies. He agreed with our approach to improving the 
projection luminance differences by synchronizing your work station 
monitor with the clubôs projector. This approach happens to be the 
identical solution used by the Ashford Photographic Society, and is 
shown below.    
 
ñMembers should note that the color space that will be used for 
judging and projection will be 'sRGB'. Members are 
encouraged to download a purpose designed target grey scale 
image to check their computer calibration. In the b/w stepped 
gradient, it should be possible to see all 20 graduated steps. If 
this is not the case, it is recommended that you recalibrate 
your machine with Adobe Gamma (comes with Photoshop), or, 
for better results, with a dedicated hardware deviceò - Ashford 
Photographic Society 
 

Keep in mind though that while monitors and projectors both use light, 
they are still two different types of technologies. Even with the highest 
quality, properly calibrated equipment there will still be some  
differences between them in terms of luminance and dynamic range.  
 

(Continued on page 3) 
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New Members 
 

SPS wishes to welcome new member Elliot Kreeger. 

A View from the Board  - A monthly summary of the Board Meeting  

by Sheri Diggins  

 
We will have an experienced guest commentator who is visiting from England for the June 29th 
meeting. The subject and format of the meeting are still to be determined, but will probably involve 
commentary on memberôs images with no judging.  
 
A motion was made and passed to allow Black and White images in the Nature Category. 
 
Discussed and agreed to recommend that members use sRGB color space for their images. 
 
Authorized the reimbursement of $50 for a new projector screen and $25 for materials to mount it from 
the ceiling.  
 
Discussed ways to award the 16x20 canvas print that is being donated by NW Fine Art Printing. It was 
agreed to be awarded to the maker of this yearôs Print of the Year.  
 
Awards Banquet preparations update - It was agreed to use the same caterer and menu as last yearôs 
banquet. Space will be limited, though so members will be encouraged to pay early. The cost for 
reserving before May 18th will be $25. If there is still space available, the cost will go up to $30. 

To use the Grey Scale Target - (attached as a separate 
jpg file) - adjust your monitor for the brightest 
gradients, as projectors have difficulty displaying the 
full tonal range, and the human eye/mind is more 
comfortable with not seeing details in the blacks 
rather than overexposed, detailess whites.  
 
We will demonstrate using this Scale on the clubôs 
calibrated projector at meetings. I suggest all 
members try using the Grey Scale target for this test 
even if you are not having a problem. Remember to 
ignore colorcasts as this is only testing for grayscale 
luminance viewing, not color discrepancies. Please 
let us know your results. 
 
Sam Ruljancich  

(Continued from page 2) 

For demonstration purposes only! Please use the 

attached Grey Scale jpg. This copy may not be 

accurately reproduced in this format. 
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Gretchen Thompson 
Grain Elevator  

Sam  Ruljancich  
Mis-Orientation  

Frank Dobrushken  
Ominous Descent 

Projected Image Division March 2, 2010  

            

Maker Title Medium Score Award PC 

            
Open Category           

Frank Dobrushken Ominous Descent Digital      42 1st   * PC 

Richard Buhrer  Seed Pod Digital  40 2nd   *   

Gretchen Thompson Grain Elevator  Digital  40 2nd   *   

Becky  Scott 
Reflection at 
Fishermanôs Terminal 

Digital  39   3rd   

Beverly McArthur  Floating Duck  Digital  39   3rd   

Doug McArthur  Black & Red Butterfly  Digital      39   3rd   

John Cornicello  Mercedes Secret Digital      38     

Robert Rutkin  
Presenting the Space 
Needle 

Digital  38     

Mike Livdahl  Alki Sunset Digital  38     

Suvro Datta The Fisherman Digital  37     

Chris Diepenbrock Three Cat Eyes Digital  37     

Aaron Plotkin  Bellagio Fountains  Digital  36     

Fran McCullough Old Train in Autumn  Digital  36     

Jim  Downar  
Rainier in Black and 
White  

Digital  36     

Al Koskie Pallets and Hay  Digital  36     

Jerry Dunbar  
West Seattle Fishing 
Pier 

Digital  35     

Ian Chapin Camaros Digital  35     

Eugene E. Collias, APSA Garish Lady  Digital  35     

Julee Anne Jackson 
Late Afternoon -The 
Palouse 

Slide 35     

Fred Fu Village Tower  Digital  33     
Nature Category           

Kathy Admire  
Roosting Snowy 
Egret  

Digital  38 1st PC 

Murali Narayanan  Headthrow #3  Digital  38 1st   
Altered Reality Category           

Sam  Ruljancich Mis-Orientation  Digital      39   1st   *   

George Ferrara, APSA Hoops & Glass Slide     38 2nd PC 

Maurene Rutkin  Luminescent Dahlia  Digital  37 3rd   

Ravi Mantena Ninety Dreams  Digital  37 3rd   

Richard Hamann  Shallow Water  Digital  36     

Norman Share Flying Rose Digital  36     

Sheri Diggins Circles Digital  36     

John M. Smiley Potholders For Sale Digital  35     

Dick McMahon  Autumn Scene Digital  34     

* Each image receiving one of the two highest scores in its Category earns one Merit Point.  

PC ï Peopleôs Choice ï This image was voted best in its Category by persons present. 

Projected Director  Julee Anne Jackson 

Digital Director  Jim Downar  

Commentators Judges - listed below 

Judges Sheri Diggins, John Cornicello, and Sam Ruljancich 



Projected Night  

Jerry Dunbar  West Seattle Fishing Pier 

Maurene Rutkin  Luminescent Dahlia  

Ravi Mantena Ninety Dreams  

Sheri Diggins Circles 

Richard Buhrer     Seed Pod 

Doug McArthur  Black & Red Butterfly  

Beverly McArthur           Floating Duck  

Suvro Datta The Fisherman 

Kathy Admire  
Roosting Snowy Egret  

Murali Narayanan  
Headthrow #3  

Becky  Scott  Reflection at 
Fishermanôs Terminal 

Robert Rutkin   
Presenting the Space Needle 
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Robert Rutkin  
Born to be Wild  

Frank Dobrushken
 The Portal  

Print Division         Director: Alan Moodie  
 March 16th, 2010             Prints this evening = 31 
 
 

Small Color Prints        

 
 

Small Mono Prints  

 
 

Large Color Prints 

 
 

Large Mono Prints  

 
 
 
    

 
 
Judges;  Roy Richards, Bruce Clifton, Jeff Jordan 

Commentator;  Sam Ruljancich   Print Changer;  Glen Hudson 
Tabulator; Eugene Collias  Equipment ï Room Setup;  many people 
* = merit point,   pc = peoples choice 

Frank Dobrushken  The Portal  40 1st * pc 
Jerry Dunbar  Plum Lane 37 2nd 
Doug McArthur  Palouse Budge 37 2nd 
Robert Rutkin  Taking a Break at the Beach 37 2nd 
Jeff Jordan Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence 36 3rd  
Jerry Dunbar  Floating Autumn  36 3rd  
Beverly McArthur  Bottom - Up 36 3rd  
Robert Rutkin  Born to be Wild  36 3rd  
Fred Fu Church 35   
Fred Fu Benedictine Abbey 34   

Frank Dobrushken  Pergola 39 1st 
Sam Ruljancich Wetlands 37 2nd 
Beverly McArthur  Magnolia Blossom  37 2nd 
Doug McArthur  Cruse Lights 35 3rd  
Norman Share Storm Clouds over Mountains  34   

Bruce Clifton  Blue Slide 39 1st 
Aaron Plotkin  Pink Eye Lashes 39 1st 
Sylvia Ewins Mt. St. Helens Speaks 39 1st 
Jacque Hodgen Learning to Dance  38 2nd 
Peggy Curtis Pink Rose 38 2nd pc 
Alan Moodie  The Glass Museum 37 3rd  
Alan Moodie  Glassblowers 37 3rd  
Aaron Plotkin  Horseshoe Bend 36   
Sam Ruljancich Freight Dock  36   
Eugene Collias Dee Dee 36   
Norman Share Ismenius Butterfly  36   
Roy Richards Tower Arch  36   
Sylvia Ewins Wizard Island  35   

Peggy Curtis Black Rose 41 1st * pc 
Bruce Clifton  Heceta Head 38 2nd 
Roy Richards Old Farm  35 3rd  

Alan Moodie 
The Glass Museum 



Print Night 
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Sylvia Ewins Mt. St. Helens Speaks 

Sylvia Ewins Wizard Island  

Frank Dobrushken  Pergola 

Peggy Curtis Black Rose 

Robert Rutkin Taking a Break at the Beach 

Peggy Curtis Pink Rose 

Alan Moodie Glassblowers 
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Robert Rutkin  
King of the Fountain  

Wendy Engquist 
Thanks for Dropping In!  

Ian Chapin 
Spider Abstract #2  

Projected Image Division  March 23, 2010  

            

Maker  Title  Medium  Score  Award  PC 

            

Altered Reality Category  (7 images)         

Ian Chapin Spider Abstract #2  Digital  41 1st* PC 

Jacque Hodgen Nautilus  Digital  39 2nd*    

Dick McMahon  Mylar Magic  Slide 39 2nd*    

Norman N. Share Red Dahlia Digital  39 2nd*    

Richard Hamann  Dusk Digital  38 3rd   

John M. Smiley Paper Magic  Digital  38 3rd   

Ravi Mantena Needle Digital  37     

Nature Category   (5 images)         

Nancy Everds Red Necked Grebe Digital  40 1st*   

Kathy Admire  White Ibis Spring Fever  Digital  40 1st* PC 

Murali Narayanan  Not My Food #2  Digital  39 2nd*    

Becky Scott Butterfly  Digital  38 3rd   

Julee Anne Jackson Last Mist Rising Over Dufourspitze  Slide 36     

Open Category  (17 images)         

Chris Diepenbrock The Window Washers Digital  41 1st* PC 

Al Koskie Lunch Time Yet? Digital  40 2nd*    

Frank Dobrushken  At the Locks Digital  40 2nd*    

Suvro Datta Mammatus Clouds  Digital  40 2nd*    

Sam Ruljancich Rest Stop Digital  39 3rd   

John Cornicello  Elizabeth Rose Digital  39 3rd   

Robert Rutkin  King of the Fountain  Digital  39 3rd   

Alicia Richards Rude Awakening  Digital  39 3rd   

John Sevy Electric Laundry  Digital  38     

Fran McCullough Proud Portrait  Digital  37     

Wendy Engquist Thanks for Dropping In!  Digital  37     

Eugene Collias Face Painter Digital  37     

Maurene Rutkin  Mirror Mirror on the Wall  Digital  36     

Sheri Diggins Deer Harbor  Digital  35     

George Ferrara Tulips  Slide 35     

Aaron Plotkin  Yellow Flower Drop  Digital  35     

Jerry Dunbar  Old and New Digital  34     

            

* One Merit Point is awarded to the makers of the images in each category that receive 1st and 
2nd place and score 39 or above. 

PC - People's Choice - This image was voted best in its category by persons present.  

            

Projected Director  Alicia Richards     

Digital Director  Jim Downar          

Judges and 
Commentary 

Julee Anne Jackson, John Cornicello, John Sevy       
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Projected Night 

Frank Dobrushken  At the Locks 

John Cornicello  Elizabeth Rose 

Sam Ruljancich Rest Stop 

Alicia Richards Rude Awakening  

Jacque Hodgen Nautilus  

Nancy Everds Red Necked Grebe 

Norman N. Share Red Dahlia 

Kathy Admire  White Ibis Spring Fever  

Al Koskie 
Lunch Time Yet? 

Fran McCullough  
Proud Portrait  

Chris Diepenbrock 
The Window Washers 


