
 

Presidentôs Message 
 

One of the many on-going questions is model 

releases, and it opens up another topic in our ever 

restrictive society, property releases. Below is an 

article from George Lepp in the August 2009 

Outdoor Photographer on the subject.  

 

Please, Release Me 
 

Q What kind of permission, if any does a photographer need to 

have to publish or otherwise sell a photograph of someone elseôs 

property? I have a picture of a house I took in Lewiston, Idaho. This 

particular house sits on a hill, and its surroundings as well as its 

distinctive features make it unique. Basically, if the individual who 

owns this house saw the image there would be no mistaking that itôs 

his house. Would I need to have some sort of release from the owner of 

this house before posting it for sale on my website? This seems like a 

gray area because everyone can recognize the Eiffel Tower, but releases 

arenôt required for posting pictures of that on the Net. 

 

A  éActually, the issue of securing permission to market a photograph 

private property doesnôt fall into a gray area at all. You must have a 

release from the owner of any private property you photograph before 

you use the image for any commercial purpose. If you want to use it for 

editorial purpose, the rules are different, Say you photograph lightning 

striking the neighborôs house and sold it to a local newspaper for a 

story about the big storm. Thatôs an editorial use. The problem is that 

when you take the photograph you canôt possibly know all the potential 

uses are or who might pirate the image and turn it into a commercial 

(Continued on page 2) 

Cable Releases is the 

official publication of the 

Seattle Photographic 

Society and is published 

monthly.  Articles by 

members are greatly 

appreciated. 

Seattle Photographic Society  
 August 2009  

Volume 77, Number 8 

Inside this issue: 

Announcements 3 

Projected Division 

1st Tuesday Results  
4 

Projected Division  

1st Tuesday Images 
5 

Print Division Results                     6 

Print Division Images 7 

Projected Division   

4th Tuesday Results  

8 

Projected Division   

4th Tuesday  Images 

9 

Assignment 10 

Announcements 11 

  



SPS is a member of the 

Photographic Society of 

A m e r i c a  a n d  t h e 

Northwest Council of 

Camera Clubs.  

venture. So get the release and keep your options open. 

Private property includes the farmerôs house, horse, barn, 

tractor, cows in the field and, most especially, daughters. If you 

take a picture of the cows and you canôt recognize their brands or 

their surroundings, youôll probably get away with it. But itôs still 

his property, and if youôre going to be responsible, you should give 

the farmer the opportunity to approve your use.  

For this reason I always carry both model and property 

releases in my camera bag. When Iôve been particularly interested 

in photographing a stranger or his or her property, I just ask. It 

usually works, especially if I arrive with samples of my work and a 

promise to provide prints as compensation for the release. If 

youôve already taken the photograph without advance permission 

and want to market it, go back to the owner in person with image 

in hand, or send one by mail with a request for a release. 

 Your last sentence raises two separate issues. First the 

Eiffel Tower is owned by the city of Paris, and is therefore a public 

landmark. That typically means you can photograph it and market 

it to your heartôs content. But there are some iconic landmarks 

that are privately owned. Weôre reminded of Thomas Jeffersonôs 

Monticello, surely one of the most representative examples of an 

American historical treasure. Itôs owned by a foundation that 

closely controls photographic access. For an eye-opening lesson, 

visit the website www.monticello.org  and search ñphotographyò. 

Unfortunately professional photographers (that is, those who 

carry big lenses and tripods and presumably make money from 

their photography) are made increasingly unwelcome at zooôs, 

botanical gardens, aquaria and other seemingly public places 

because, in fact, theyôre privately or foundation-owned. 

 The American Society of Media Photographers offers a 

variety of publications on business standards for commercial 

photographers, all available through their website at 

www.,asmp.org. 

 

 

Its too bad that photographers donôt have the freedom artists 

have to create an image. 

Sam 

(Continued from page 1) 
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New Members 
 

SPS wishes to welcome new member Bob Dowdy. 

A View from the Board  - A monthly summary of the Board Meeting  

by Sheri Diggins  

 
 
There was a lengthy, and sometimes quite passionate discussion about what the basic 

requirements for an image should be. The discussion mainly focused on whether the image 

should be the ñsole workò of the maker, and what that means. Arguments were made for and 

against allowing the maker to incorporate images or clip art made by others into their own 

work. With the board divided, the subject was shelved with no consensus reached.  

 
 
Approved a new paragraph in handbook stating that an image may only be disqualified by the 
Division Coordinator the night the image is shown.  
 
 
Approved the rest of the handbook modifications submitted.  
 
 
Discussed the ongoing need for commentators. Sharon will continue to seek volunteers. 
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Norman Share 
Hello Big Boys!  

Salvia Blue Angel 

Gretchen Thompson 
Triple X  Rootbeer Drive -In  

Suvro Datta 
Her Magic Wand  

Projected Image Division July 7, 2009 

            
Maker Title Medium Score Award PC 
Open Category           
Sheri Diggins Playing With Fire  digital  42 1st   * PC 
Robert Rutkin  Downtown Patterns  digital  41 2nd  *   
John M. Smiley Fenceline digital  41 2nd  *   

Gretchen Thompson Triple X Rootbeer Drive -In  digital  41  2nd  *   

Phillip Brugalette  Room For One More digital  40 3rd   
John Cornicello  Zombie Walk  digital  40 3rd   
Ian Chapin Rialto Seastacks digital  40 3rd   
Frank Dobrushken Nets and Floats digital  39     
Travis Billet  Union Station  digital  39     
Glenn Hudson Portage Bay, Sunrise digital  39     
Doug McArthur  Molly  digital  39     
Wendy Engquist Them Thar Hills #1  digital  39     
Chris Diepenbrock Grand Central  digital  38     

Sam Ruljancich 
Proposed 2009 Update to 
ñWaiting for the Interurbanò 

digital  38     

Richard Hamann  Moss On Locks digital  38     
Bev McArthur  Salute to Our Heroes digital  38     
Caryn Adams Seal on the Log Boom digital  38     
Al Koskie B&W Poppies digital  38     
Mike Livdahl  Shi Shi Beach Stroll digital  38     
Jerry Dunbar  Lake Chelan Panorama digital  37     
Frederic Fu Florence digital  36     
Marilyn Dunstan  Elk Feeding digital  36     
Fran McCullough Market Umbrellas  digital  36     
Eugene  Collias, APSA Rachel digital  34     
Nature Category         
Murali Narayanan  The Mad Mallard  digital  40 1st   * PC 
Larry Lancaster Hello  digital  39 2nd  *   
George Ferrara, APSA Sweeping Petals slide 39 2nd  *   
Linda Kenny Foliage Fantasy  digital  38 3rd   
Kathy Admire  Wild Tiger, India  digital  38 3rd   
Maurene Rutkin  Cone Flower digital  38 3rd   
Ginger Jeromchek Orchid  slide 37     
Jim Downar  Untitled  digital  35     
Altered Reality Category           
Dick McMahon  Clay Pot, Red Flower slide 40 1st   * PC 
Suvro Datta Her Magic Wand  digital  40 1st   *   

Norman Share 
Hello Big Boys! Salvia Blue 
Angel 

digital  39 2nd   *   

Steve Hawley 
Entering Microscopic 
Canyon State Park, Utah  

digital  38 3rd   

Alan Berry Broken Glass digital  37     
* Each image receiving one of the two highest scores in its Category earns one Merit Point.  
PC ï Peopleôs Choice ï This image was voted best in its Category by persons present. 

Projected Director  Sheri Diggins 
Digital Director  Jim Downar  
Commentator John Cornicello 
Judges Frank Dobrushken, Larry Lancaster, and Maurene Rutkin  



Projected Night  
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Ian Chapin Rialto Seastacks 

Mike Livdahl  Shi Shi Beach Stroll 

Travis Billet  Union Station  

Murali Narayanan      The Mad Mallard  

Sheri Diggins Playing With Fire  

Phillip Brugalette  Room For One More 

John M. Smiley Fenceline 

John Cornicello  Zombie Walk  

Caryn Adams 
Seal on the Log Boom 

Larry Lancaster
 Hello  

Robert Rutkin  
Downtown Patterns  

Doug McArthur
 Molly  
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Frank Dobrushken  
Motion Study  

Frank Dobrushken  
Stove for Sale, Cheap 

Fletcher Pomeroy 
Haystack Perch 

Print Division         Director: Alan Moodie  
July 21st, 2009             Prints this evening = 36 
 
 

Small Color Prints        

 
 

Small Mono Prints  

 
 

Large Color Prints 

 
 

Large Mono Prints  
  

 
    

 
 
Judges;  Mike Lavery, Eugene Collias, Eric Badeau 
Commentator;  Sam Ruljancich   Print Changer;  Glenn Hudson 
Tabulator; Muriel Siadak   Equipment ï Room Setup; Frank Dobrushken 
* = merit point,   pc = peoples choice 

Doug McArthur  Suzzallo reading room  40 1st * 
Beverly McArthur  Tiger Lilies  40 1st * 
Jim Ewins  Ocean Shores 0309 40 1st *  pc 
Frank Dobrushken  Stove for Sale, Cheap 39 2nd 
Sam Ruljancich Early Risers  39 2nd 
Caryn Adams Tailings, Kennecott Copper Mine  38 3rd  
Robert Rutkin  Bullseye 38 3rd  
Janine Boyer Swiss Valley 38 3rd  
Sylvia Ewins Mesa Verde Split Level 37   
Maurene Rutkin  Koi on the Run 37   
Linda Kenny  Bee Spirals 37   
Fred Fu Rome 37   
Maurene Rutkin  Pink Variegation  37   
Frank Dobrushken  Motion Study  37   
Travis Billet  Untitled  35   
Robert Rutkin  Through the Window  35   
Jerry Dunbar  Bonnie at Pike Place 34   
Fred Fu Provence 33   

Ian Chapin Emily  40 1st *  pc 
Doug McArthur  Dahlia #400  39 2nd 
Richard Hamann  Monoliths  39 2nd 
Jerry Dunbar  Dawson Smithy  38 3rd  
Travis Billet  All Quiet at the Dock  36   

Sylvia Ewins Idaho City's Finest  40 1st * 
Roy Richards Ghost Factory  40 1st * 
Eric Badeau Fore! 39 2nd 
Roy Richards Grounded 39 2nd 
Fletcher Pomeroy Haystack Perch  39 2nd 
Fletcher Pomeroy Sunflower  38 3rd  
Jim Ewins  Quinalt Beach 38 3rd  
Glenn Hudson Eyecatcher 38 3rd  pc 
Janine Boyer Lunchtime in the City  36   
Sam Ruljancich The Deception Bridge 36   
Eugene Collias Do Not Fence Me In 35   

Glenn Hudson Sleek and Shiny 43 1st *  pc 
Ian Chapin Two Sailboats  40 2nd 



Print Night 
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Sylvia Ewins Idaho City's Finest  

Sylvia Ewins Mesa Verde Split Level 

Janine Boyer Lunchtime in the City  

Caryn Adams    Tailings, Kennecott Copper Mine  

Janine Boyer Swiss Valley 

Glenn Hudson Sleek and Shiny 

Roy Richards Ghost Factory  
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Murali Narayanan  
Pelican Headthrow #2  

Julee Anne Jackson 
The Matterhorn and 

Chapel 

Mike Livdahl  
Sunbeams and Spruce 

Projected Image Division   July 28, 2009  

      

Maker  Title  Medium  Score  Award  PC 

            

Altered Reality Category  (4 images)         

Richard Hamann  Three-Part Harmony  Digital  41 1st* PC 

Travis Billet  Brittle Stone  Digital  36 2nd   

Norman N. Share Glasslike Butterfly  Digital  34 3rd   

Al Koskie Blackbird in Cold Environment  Digital  31     

            

Nature Category   (7 images)         
Mike Livdahl  Sunbeams and Spruce Digital  42 1st* PC 

Murali Narayanan  Pelican Headthrow #2  Digital  39 2nd*    

Kathy Admire  Ibis Take Off Digital  39 2nd*    

Fran McCullough Bee on Dahlia Digital  38 3rd   

Maurene Rutkin  Poppy Getting Ready to Bloom Digital  36     

Phillip Brugalette  My Aching Head  Digital  34     

Marilyn Dunstan  Wood Duck Out on a Limb Digital  33     

            

Open Category  (20 images)         

Julee Anne Jackson The Matterhorn and Chapel  Slide 38 1st   

John M. Smiley Red and Blue Digital  38 1st   

Suvro Datta Reflections Digital  38 1st   

Steve Hawley Canadian Rockies Overview Digital  38 1st   

Linda Kenny Utrilloesque  Digital  38 1st   

Ian Chapin Gig Harbor Marina  Digital  38 1st   

Beverly McArthur  El Marie  Digital  37 2nd   

Robert Rutkin  Stairway to Heaven  Digital  37 2nd   

Gretchen Thompson Vintage Ford Truck  Digital  37 2nd   

Doug McArthur  EMP #3 Digital  37 2nd   

George Ferrara Stamen View Slide 37 2nd   

Alicia Richards View from Airplane Window  Digital  37 2nd   

Sam Ruljancich Panoramic Idaho  Digital  37 2nd   

Jim Downar  Cooling Off Digital  36 3rd   

Glenn Hudson Weathered Spruce Digital  36 3rd   

John Cornicello  Alice's Nightmare  Digital  36 3rd PC 

Frank Dobrushken  Goodyear FG-1D Corsair Digital  36 3rd   

Fred Fu Provence Digital  35     

Larry Lancaster At the Office Digital  35     

Eugene Collias Colorful Bird  Digital  35     

            

* One Merit Point is awarded to the makers of the images in each category that receive 1st 
and 2nd place and score 39 or above. 

PC - People's Choice - This image was voted best in its category by persons present.      

Projected Director  Alicia Richards     

Digital Director  Jim Downar          

Commentator  Sam Ruljancich         

Judges Mike Livdahl, Frederic Fu, Sharon Victor        
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Projected Night 

John M. Smiley Red and Blue 

Linda Kenny Utrilloesque  

Steve Hawley   Canadian Rockies Overview 

Ian Chapin Gig Harbor Marina  

Richard Hamann       Three-Part Harmony  

Kathy Admire  Ibis Take Off 

Travis Billet  Brittle Stone  

Phillip Brugalette        My Aching Head  

Beverly McArthur   
El Marie  

John Cornicello  
Alice's Nightmare  

Suvro Datta 
Reflections 
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Assignment - September 22, 2009 (Projected) Open Category 

 
Minimalism / Zen  

 
Minimalism  can loosely be considered the idea of reducing something to it's most basic form - focusing only 
on its essentials of color, shape, value, lines or texture. This principle can clearly be seen in the images below.  

Doug McArthur  
Two Calla  

Sam Ruljancich          Fall Display  

Jim Downar      Training  Sheri Diggins      Zen Fountain  

Wendy Engquist 
First Impression  

But this assignment is also about using a minimalistic technique to create a mood - peaceful, serene, 
contemplative, meditative. It is about choosing subjects and lighting to portray a sense of calm and quiet.  
Look for soft, diffused light, neutral colors, and simple, uncluttered subjects.  
 
Remember that only assignment images may be entered into the Open Category on this night. If it is not an 
assignment image, it must be entered into the Nature or Altered Reality Category. 

Robert Rutkin   
Are There Two or Three? 

John Cornicello   
Waiting For Godot  

Gretchen Thompson   
39 Ford Coupe 

Murali Narayanan       Rock in a Stream 

Kathy Admire    Dawn with the Sandhill Cranes  

http://www.google.ca/search?q=minimalism&sourceid=mozilla-search&start=0&start=0&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8&client=firefox-a&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official

