
 

Presidentôs Message 
 

I found the following article inspiring and interesting to bird 

photographers. Thanks to SPS member Murali for turning me 

onto it.  

 

10 Tips For Aspiring Bird Photographers  
All photos Copyright Scott Bourne ï All Rights Reserved 

If youôre familiar with my work you probably already know I am nuts about birds. I 

have a passion for avian photography that Iôd like to share with everyone. I really 

like the challenge of photographing these beautiful creatures, so here are 10 tips that 

might interest anyone who would like to get better at photographing birds. Some of 

these tips work for any situation, birds or not.  

1. Research and read everything you can about birds. This tip is good for any 

subject, but especially birds. I wanted to photograph eagles in flight. I found out 

they often defecate right before they fly. And thatôs how I get so many eagle flight 

shots. The more you know about any subject, the better off youôll be when it comes 

time to press the shutter. 

2.  Have the right gear. 

Avian photography is 

one of the rare 

photographic pursuits 

where the equipment 

can often make the 

difference between 

getting a shot or not. 

Very long, fast lenses 

of 400 to 600mm (or 

even 800mm) at f/4 or 

f/5.6 are required for 

bird portraits. Fast 

300mm lenses with 

image stabilization are required for flight shots. A good heavy tripod is a must and a 

camera with a fast burst and buffer rate really helps too. Youôll also want autofocus 

lenses and a body with great autofocus. If you donôt have all this stuff donôt worry, 

you can rent it at most pro camera stores. 
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3.  Know your gear before you 

go. The first time I went out to 

make avian images I took my 

new Canon 600 F/4 IS lens with 

me (I shoot Nikon now but 

thatôs a different story). I was 

unfamiliar with all the switches 

and the IS. I didnôt get any 

keepers. I took the lens home 

and practiced on coke cans in 

my back yard before my second 

outing and it made all the 

difference. Also, if youôre going 

to use a new camera, read the entire manual and play with all the features 

BEFORE you go into the field. Birds move fast. 

They wonôt wait for you to remember how to set 

the aperture. 

4. Photograph with your back to the sun. Birds 

look best when front lit. Sidelight may be the 

landscape photographerôs friend, but the avian 

photographerôs enemy. To get detail in the 

feathers and great color, point your shadow at 

the bird. Youôll never be sorry you did. 

5. Make the photograph at the birdôs eye level. I 

got down on the ground to make one of my best-

selling bird images and the editor told me it was 

the ground/eye-level shot that made the 

difference. When you shoot down on the bird, 

you miss the drama that you can capture at eye-level. You also risk making a 

mediocre shot that looks like lots of other bird photos. The eye-level shots are the 

ones that tend to stop the viewer in his/her tracks.  

6. Backgrounds, backgrounds, 

backgrounds. Having a clean 

background is a must. When I 

photograph birds against a 

clean blue sky, I often get the 

most compliments. Also, the 

further your subject is from the 

background, the better. Busy 

backgrounds detract from the 

subject. Simple background 

draw the viewerôs eye to the 

subject. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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A View from the Board  - A monthly summary of the Board Meeting  

From  minutes by Sharon Victor  

 

Extended discussion regarding whether a member should be allowed to judge  if he/she has not submitted an 
image at SPS.  The number of such persons in the club is small.  However, some members feel strongly SPS should 
avoid this situation.  
 
Sharon explained that people are asked to serve only once in 3 months; that a newer member is placed with two 
experienced members; that she will ask Commentator to fill any open positions on meeting night.  
 
Motion  Mike Livdahl   2nd,  Passed  5 Yeas,  2 Nays, 2 abstained 
The Board will trust the experience of Eugene Collias and Sharon Victor to request qualified judges. 
 
 
Extended discussion regarding whether club info should go to anyone who is not a member. President prefers not 
to send anything benefitting members to past-due members, by e-mail [e.g. events, conferences] nor paper mail, 
e.g. newsletter.  Others suggested that extended contact might bring people back to the club.  

Education Night - September  29, 2009 
 

Ray Weisgerber, photographer and author of "Driven to Espresso: Drive-through coffee stands of the 

Northwest," will describe his five -year project to document the eclectic, ephemeral, and diverse espresso 

stands that are a curious aspect of our coffee culture. He will share his creative decisions, the photo-

graphic processes he used, and the ins and outs of self-publishing. A Q&A and book signing will follow.  

 

Also, SPS member Travis Billet will present the creation process for his ñLast Train to the Coastò 

composition, including aesthetics and some intermediate Photoshop techniques. 

Congratulations to Puyallup Fair Winners: 

Kathy Admire  - Journey Across the Great Indian Desert  - 3rd Place 

Peggy Curtis - THE - Judgeôs Choice award 

Jim Ewins - Ticket to Ride - Judgeôs Choice award 

Sylvia Ewins - Mitten Butte  - Honorable Mention  

Sylvia Ewins  - Sunrise at Zabriskie Point  - Judgeôs Choice award 

Northwest Council of Camera Clubs Open Print Salon (individual competition)  

 
Deadline entry for all competitions - September 30, 2009. Print  Entries may be dropped 
off at any SPS meeting or to Alan Moodie directly.  
 
The NWCCC holds a yearly print competition. Prints are judged by an independent judge(s). 

Awards are announced in four separate categories (Large Color, Large B&W, Small Color, and 

Small B&W) and all prints are displayed at the fall conference on Saturday, November 14th, 2009. 



September 2009 Page 4 Cable Releases 

Robert Rutkin  
Resting in Desolation  

Suvro Datta 
Symmetry  

John Cornicello  
Kim Weston  

Projected Image Division August 4, 2009 

            

Maker Title Medium Score Award PC 

Open Category           

John Cornicello  Kim Weston Digital  40 1st   *   

Ian Chapin Enlightened Pitcher in B&W  Digital  39   2nd   *   

Robert Rutkin  Resting in Desolation  Digital  39 2nd   *   

Jim Downar  Diving Into Snow Lake  Digital  39 2nd   *   

Marilyn Dunstan  Palouse Fields Digital  39 2nd   *   

Sheri Diggins Anticipation  Digital  38   3rd   

Larry Lancaster Volleyball at Sunset  Digital  38   3rd   

Travis Billet  Fire and Water  Digital  38   3rd   

Steve Hawley 
Sunset From Lime Kiln Pt. 
State Park San Juan Is 

Digital  38   3rd PC 

Glenn Hudson Urban Goose Digital  38   3rd   

Julee Anne Jackson Seattleôs Golden Arches Slide 38   3rd   

Caryn Adams Slide Digital  37     

Michael Lavery Reflections Digital  37     

Phillip Brugalette  Maha Bali Puram Sunset  Digital  36     

Eugene Collias The Queen Digital  35     

John smiley Bloom Where Youôre Planted Digital  35     

Jerry Dunbar  Driftwood, Cannon Beach  Digital  35     

Fred Fu Colin and Sammy  Digital  34     

Nature Category           

George Ferrara Red Skimmer Slide 41 1st   *   

Mike Livdahl  Making an Island  Digital  40 2nd   *   

Sam Ruljancich Contrasting Lines  Digital  39   3rd   

Ginger Jeromchek The Spider and The Bees Slide 39   3rd PC 

Kathy Admire  Endangered Wood Stork  Digital  38     

Lisa Ni Mr. Baker  Digital  36     

Alan Berry Stone Sheep Digital  36     

Steve Shettle My Good Side Digital  34     

Altered Reality Category   
        

Suvro Datta Symmetry  Digital  42 1st   * PC 

Jacque Hodgen Plovers Digital  41 2nd   *   

Frank Dobrushken Jewel Drops Digital  39   3rd   

Norm  Share Mt. Rundle Impression  Digital  36     

Maruene Rutkin  Antique Rose Digital  35     

* Each image receiving one of the two highest scores in its Category earns one Merit Point.  

PC ï Peopleôs Choice ï This image was voted best in its Category by persons present. 

Projected 
Director  

Julee Anne Jackson 

Digital Director  Jim Downar  

Commentator  Sam Ruljancich 

Judges Sheri Diggins, Steve Hawley, and Ian Chapin 

Sheri Diggins 
Anticipation  



Projected Night  
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Sam Ruljancich Contrasting Lines  

Jacque Hodgen Plovers 

Kathy Admire  Endangered Wood Stork  

Frank Dobrushken      Jewel Drops 

Ian Chapin    Enlightened Pitcher in B&W  

Larry Lancaster Volleyball at Sunset  

Marilyn Dunstan  Palouse Fields 

Steve Hawley    Sunset From Lime Kiln Pt. 
State Park San Juan Is 

George Ferrara 
Red Skimmer 

Mike Livdahl  
Making an Island  

Jim Downar  
Diving Into Snow Lake  
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Jim Ewins   Morning Daffs  

Jim Ewins   Natural Park ?  

Print Division         Director: Alan Moodie  
August 18th, 2009             Prints this evening = 33 
 
 

Small Color Prints        

 
 

Small Mono Prints  

 
 

Large Color Prints 

 
 

Large Mono Prints  
  

 
 
    

 
Judges;  Sam Ruljancich, Fletcher Pomeroy, Steve Shettle 
Commentator;  Alan Moodie    
Print Changer;  Glenn Hudson, Robert Rutkin  
Tabulator; Muriel Siadak    
Equipment ï Room Setup; Frank Dobrushken 
* = merit point,   pc = peoples choice 

Richard Hamann  Sunrise over Meadow  39 1st   pc 
Beverly McArthur  Dinnerplate Dahlia  39 1st 
Sam Ruljancich Polynesia Tropicals  38 2nd 
Doug McArthur  White Dahlia  38 2nd 
Sylvia Ewins Tree in Utah  38 2nd 
Frank Dobrushken  Issie 38 2nd 
Beverly McArthur  Yellow Dahlia  38 2nd 
Maurene Rutkin  Dahlia Tips  38 2nd 
Fred Fu Provence 38 2nd 
Jerry Dunbar  Marriott  37 3rd  
Ian Chapin Ferrari Tri Color  37 3rd  
Robert Rutkin  Two with one without  36   
Jim Ewins  Morning Daffs  36   
Robert Rutkin  Rusty Chain 36   
Frank Dobrushken  Katmandu Street Scene 36   
Fred Fu Kirkland  35   
Jim Ewins  Natural Park ?  35   
Maurene Rutkin  Dahlia Trunk Show  34   

Jerry Dunbar  Ghost Ship 38 1st 
Doug McArthur  North Cascades 37 2nd  pc 
Ian Chapin Enlightened Pitcher in B&W  36 3rd  
Norman Share Pink Flowering Dogwood  35   

Sylvia Ewins River's Bend in Dead Horse S.P. 41 1st * 
Jacque Hodgen Colorful Connection  39 2nd 
Fletcher Pomeroy D's Fern 39 2nd 
Glenn Hudson Metallic Meltdown  38 3rd  pc 
Fletcher Pomeroy Lupine to Rainier  36   
Sam Ruljancich Fish Market  36   
Caryn Adams Peering into the Old Coffin Factory  36   
Jacque Hodgen Blue Stairs 34   

Caryn Adams 12th St Yacht Basin 36 1st   pc 
Glenn Hudson Urban Tableau  36 1st   pc 
Norman Share Oregon Coast 35 2nd 

Sylvia Ewins River's Bend in Dead Horse S.P. 

Sylvia Ewins Tree in Utah  

Beverly McArthur  
Dinnerplate Dahlia  
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7. Practice at local zoos and/or bird refuges. Captive birds will give you a 

chance to study behavior, hone your skills and become familiar with bird 

photography and guarantee enough keepers that you wonôt be frustrated. 

Even if you donôt bring a camera, time spent observing bird behavior 

under controlled conditions can provide you with an amazing learning 

experience. 

8.  Take it slow and be quiet. Birds are very easily disturbed. Sudden 

movements, loud noises and anything out of the ordinary will spook 

them. Take your time. Birds take off when they see nearly anything move 

quickly. If you want tame birds, some places offer you a better chance 

than others. The gulf coast of Florida for instance offers ridiculously 

tame birds. Young birds are also more likely to be tame since they havenôt learned to fear people yet. But donôt get so 

close as to disturb or threaten them. Itôs not worth harming a bird to get a photo, ever. 

9. Like many subjects, birds are best photographed early in the 

morning and late in the afternoon. These are the times that most 

birds are active. Fortunately this corresponds with the best light. 

Be there at the right time and youôll increase your chances of  

getting a winner.  

10.  Look at lots of bird pictures. Writers read if they want to 

become better writers and photographers look at photographs if 

they want to become better photographers. Look at avian images 

in books, magazines and on the Web. See what the photo buyers 

are selecting. Use those images as your benchmark and then go 

get some of your own. 

 

I hope this post has inspired you to go out and try to make some great 

bird images. I have found photographing birds to be one of the most 

rewarding experiences of my life. While there are certainly things 

youôll want to know and techniques I didnôt have time or space to list 

in this article, Iôm hoping the few quick tips Iôve provided here will get 

you off to a good start. 

Feel free to e-mail me if you have any questions 

about bird photography ï photofocus@me.com 

 

 

 

COPYRIGHT SCOTT BOURNE 2009 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED  

http://www.photofocus.com  

(Continued from page 2) 

mailto:photofocus@me.com?subject=Kelby%20Guest%20Blog
http://www.photofocus.com/
http://www.scottkelby.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/6_sunset.jpg
http://www.scottkelby.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/0_Falcon.jpg
http://www.scottkelby.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/3_Eagle.jpg
http://www.scottkelby.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/ScottBournePhotobyCarolynWright.jpg
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Sylvia Ewins 
Voyage to the Stars #2 

Norman N. Share 
Seattle Impression 

Sheri Diggins  The Magician  

Projected Image Division    August 25, 2009  

            

Maker  Title  Medium  Score  Award  PC 

            

Altered Reality Category  (7 images)         

Sheri Diggins The Magician  Digital  41 1st* PC 

Sylvia Ewins Voyage to the Stars #2 Digital  39 2nd*    

Dick McMahon  Still Life # 317 Slide 39 2nd*    

Maurene Rutkin  Watercolor Dalia  Digital  37 3rd   

Norman N. Share Seattle Impression Digital  36     

George Ferrara Glider Swirl  Slide 36     

Gretchen Thompson Relic Train Car  Digital  35     

            

Nature Category   (6 images)         
Sam Ruljancich Polynesian Lily  Digital  42 1st*   

Richard Hamann  Morning Mist  Digital  41 2nd*  PC 

Ginger Jeromchek Dahlias Are Red, Frogs Are Green Slide 41 2nd*    

Murali Narayanan  Bryce Sunrise Digital  40 3rd   

Larry Lancaster Hummer  Digital  39     

Kathy Admire  Pelican in Flight  Digital  37     

            

Open Category  (21 images)         

Ian Chapin Crowned Crane Digital  41 1st*   

John Cornicello  Green Leaf Digital  40 2nd*    

Bob Dowdy Morning in Alaska  Slide 40 2nd*    

Glenn Hudson Ghostly Visitor  Digital  39 3rd   

Fran McCullough Alley Stairs  Digital  39 3rd PC 

Beverly McArthur  Waterlily Dahlia  Digital  39 3rd   

Caryn Adams Kennecott Copper Mine Digital  39 3rd   

Jim Downar  Photo Shoot Digital  38     

Doug McArthur  The Wall Memorial  Digital  38     

Peggy Curtis Trout Lake Farm  Digital  38     

Frank Dobrushken Waiting  Digital  38     

Eugene Collias Cactus Flower Digital  38     

Al Koskie Pushing a Boat Raft  Digital  37     

Jerry Dunbar  Harvard Glacier  Digital  37     

John M. Smiley Sidewalk Chalk Picture  Digital  36     

Chris Diepenbrock Cow, Columbia Hills  Digital  36     

Mike Livdahl  B-17 Waist Gun Digital  36     

Wendy Engquist Newport Fishing Boats at Night  Digital  36     

Fred Fu Pieta Digital  35     

Alicia Richards Waterslide Fun  Digital  35     

Robert Rutkin  Last Day Cash for Clunkers Digital  34     

            

* One Merit Point is awarded to the makers of the images in each category that receive 1st and 
2nd place and score 39 or above. 

PC - People's Choice - This image was voted best in its category by persons present.      

            

Projected Director  Alicia Richards     

Digital Director  Jim Downar          

Commentators Sam Ruljancich, John Cornicello         

Judges Richard Hamann, Caryn Adams, Peggy Curtis       
Fran McCullough Alley Stairs  
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Projected Night 

Bob Dowdy Morning in Alaska  

Frank Dobrushken Waiting  

Beverly McArthur  Waterlily Dahlia  

Jim Downar  Photo Shoot 

Sam Ruljancich Polynesian Lily  

Ginger Jeromchek Dahlias Are Red,  
Frogs Are Green 

Richard Hamann  Morning Mist  

Larry Lancaster Hummer  

John Cornicello
 Green Leaf 

Glenn Hudson 
Ghostly Visitor  

Ian Chapin 
Crowned Crane 

Caryn Adams 
Kennecott Copper Mine 


