
 

Presidentôs Message 
 

ñRealò Does Not Exist In Photography 
 
In thinking of a topic for this monthôs message, I thought Iôd express some 
food for thought.  
 
The electronic age has changed so many things within the last generation 
that it is unbelievable - TVs, cell phones, internet communications, GPS, 
computers, digital photo frames, automobile electronics and convenience 
features, MP3,  iPods, etc. etc. Of course we also can not ignore the digital 
advances in photography, from the dark room to the digital dark room, 
from century old film cameras to the pixel creating cameras of the last 
decade or two. We have gone from the time of newsprint to instant live 
telecasts that you can watch on your iPod. What we see canôt always be 
believed, because the truth may have been altered or enhanced. 
 
So in this Holiday Season it is a good time to be thankful for the age we live 
in photographically, for the new technology has sparked new life and 
interest in photography. But with this rapid change in new technology 
comes some conflicts, including the rapid fire changes in equipment and 
options to edit and display our images.  For most of us deciding if and 
when to make the big switch from film to memory cards, is no small 
transition, and some still havenôt made the leap. 
 
One area that causes discussion today is what is ñreal.ò Going back to 
Ansel Adams and beyond, ñphotographyò was never about ñreal.ò  Ansel 
Adams did many manipulations in the dark room. Add to that the 
characteristics of each lens, processing chemicals and various papers. And 
then you need to consider the specific film used, whose standards were set 
by the then few manufacturers. 
 
Digital photography and editing programs have a better capability to 
achieve a ñrealò state, but also offer many more variables to reach further 
away from ñreal.ò  Each camera manufacturer selects its own value of 
ñrealò and how far away from there they go. And with so many 
manufacturers now, and each camera model being different, ñrealò 
becomes an abstract subjective vision. 
 
Add to this the fact that images are two-dimensional, with a limited tonal 
range compared to what the human eye sees, not counting color blindness. 
All this makes ñrealò very subjective to all the variables. 
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Having said all this, the real question is not what is ñrealò but 
what expresses ñreality,ò in vague, general terms. 
Photographers, and especially photographic organizations, 
need some niches to describe their art. And to gain some 
uniformity of purpose and understanding, these niches need 
some descriptions that can be uniformly understood.  
 
ñRealityò implies ñreal,ò but in actuality it ranges from a 
semblance of real, due to the previously mentioned physical 
limits, all the way to subjective infinity. So we, as 
organizations must have a common language so we can define 
range limits. To do this we must create descriptions and 
definitions.  
 
We are now to the point of defining a reality guideline of 
artistic criteria for Seattle Photographic Society. SPS was 
formed as a photography club, for the purpose of sharing 
knowledge and photographic images. That has been SPSôs 
history over the last 75 years. But in this new age, the question 
becomes ñwhat does photographic art mean in todayôs terms?ò 
I suggest that it still remains a ñphotoò-ñgraphic.ò  In other 
words the photo is the graphic element. There is no question 
that graphics includes much more. 
 
But the purpose of ñphotoò-ñgraphicò as it pertains to SPS, 
limits the graphics to photography.  Other graphic types, such 
as vectors, clip art, drawings, and paintings are important, and 
have a place and purpose.  Even though now reality has 
expanded digitally to mimic these artistic styles, they must still 
derive from a photo or photograph in order to maintain true to 
our interest as a photographic society.  This may not be a 
standard for all organizations but it must be for Seattle 
Photographic Society to retain its structure, integrity and 
purpose. 
 
A final disclaimer ï the above opinions are strictly my own. 
The SPS board has discussed this issue in the past but hasnôt 
taken an official position. The past written photographic 
standards were not written specific or defined enough to 
withstand the realm of the fast moving digital options and the 
intermingling of various graphic arts. I believe a majority of 
the board and club members support the above view. But 
importantly, many of our image competitions have rulings that 
require photo derived standards, and especially on other 
graphics not created by the image maker. It is my view we 
should maintain a similar standard.  
 
Sam Ruljancich 
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Seattle Photographic Society 

 Annual Holiday Potluck 

   Tuesday December 1, 2009 

  
Scheduleð 5:30 PM Set up of meeting room. 

  6:00 PM Bring food and arrange food tables. 

  6:30 PM Have fun eating all the very good food. 

   7:20 PM Rearrange room for image projection 

   7:35 PM Announcements 

   7:45 PM Show images 

   9:50 PM Clean up 

  

What should you bring?  Using the first letter of your last  name 

  AðD Salads and vegetables 

  EðH Desert 

  J ðR Main Dish  

  SðW Bread, butter, pastries 

 
Bring your spouse, friend, or prospective  member, and have a good time. 
 
 
This will be a more relaxed, social evening. There will be commentary on 

submitted images, but no judging. Members must be present to show an 

image.  

 

There will be no categories for images, but a 

ñholidayò theme is suggested.  

 

You may submit your images to 

 digital@seattlephotographic.com . 
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Maurene RutkinDoesnôt 
Work Anymore  

Sharon Victor 
Peace 

Al Koskie 
1930 Woody 

Sheri Diggins 
Eye 

Projected Image Division October 6, 2009 

            

Maker Title Medium Score Award PC 

            
Open Category           

Jacque Hodgen Lily Pads #5  Digital  42 1st   *   

Richard Hamann  Old Bike Digital  39 2nd   *   

Darin Rogers At Play  Digital  39 2nd   *   

Frank Dobrushken Dream Eagle  Digital  38   3rd   

Jerry Dunbar  Ultralight -Lake Lucille  Digital  38   3rd   

Sheri Diggins Eye Digital  38   3rd   

Alan Berry Let The Sun Shine In Digital  38   3rd   

Julee Anne Jackson Zen At Cannon Beach Slide 38   3rd   

George Ferrara Orchid Trio  Slide 38   3rd   

Ian Chapin 4 Towers Digital  37     

Gretchen Thompson Steptoe Gold Digital  37   PC 

Glenn Hudson Fire Dance Digital  37     

Ginger Jeromchek This Shop Is Closed Slide 37     

John Cornicello  Fire Dance Digital  37     

Robert Rutkin  Ghost Riders in the Sky Digital  37     

Fran McCullough Street Kitchen Digital  36     

Sam Ruljancich Latest Home Big Screen TV Digital  36     

John Smiley Fans Digital  36     

Sharon Victor Peace Digital  36     

Beverly McArthur  Another Dahlia  Digital  34     

Eugene Collias Milkshake  Digital  34     

Wendy Engquist Smile! Digital  33     

Phillip Brugalette  Leavenworth  Digital  33     

Doug McArthur  Puerto Vallarta Cathedral  Digital  33     

Fred Fu Morning Break  Digital  32     

Nature Category           

Caryn Adams Cruising  Digital  40 1st   * PC 

Marilyn Dunstan  Alone Digital  39 2nd   *   

Kathy Admire  Alligator  Digital  39 2nd   *   

Joyce Estep African Trees  Digital  38   3rd   

Jim Downar  Mt. Garibaldi  Digital  37     

Mike Livdahl  Over Exposure Digital  36     

        
Altered Reality Category   

Dick McMahon  Reaching Up Slide 39 1st   *   

Al Koskie 1930 Woody Digital  38 2nd   * PC 

Maurene Rutkin  Doesnôt Work Anymore Digital  37   3rd   

Norman Share Calling Cranes  Digital  35     

* Each image receiving one of the two highest scores in its Category earns one Merit Point.  
PC ï Peopleôs Choice ï This image was voted best in its Category by persons present. 
Projected Director  Julee Anne Jackson 

Digital Director  Jim Downar  

Commentator  Sam Ruljancich and John Cornicello 

Judges Jacque Hodgen, Bob Dowdy, and Fred Fu 



Projected Night  
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Jerry Dunbar  Ultralight -Lake Lucille  

Caryn Adams Cruising  

Frank Dobrushken  Dream Eagle  

Kathy Admire  Alligator  

Jacque Hodgen Lily Pads #5  

Darin Rogers At Play  

Richard Hamann  Old Bike 

Julee Anne Jackson    Zen At Cannon Beach 

 

Marilyn Dunstan
 Alone 

Alan Berry 
Let The Sun Shine In 
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Print Division         Director: Alan Moodie  
October 20th, 2009              Prints this evening = 38 
 
 

Small Color Prints        

 
 

Small Mono Prints  

 
 

Large Color Prints 

 
 

Large Mono Prints  

 
 
 

    
Judges;  Robert Rutkin, Richard Hamann, Jim Ewins  

Commentator;  Sam Ruljancich   Print Changer;  Glenn Hudson 
Tabulator; Muriel Siadak   Equipment ï Room Setup; Robert Rutkin  
* = merit point,   pc = peoples choice 

Doug McArthur  Red Roses 40 1st * pc 
Jim Ewins  Cityscapes 39 2nd 
Frank Dobrushken  Kayla  39 2nd 
Fred Fu Vienna 38 3rd  
Maurene Rutkin  Folands Folly  38 3rd  
Jerry Dunbar  Bzzz 37   
Caryn Adams Mirror, Mirror  37   
Fred Fu City Gate 37   
JoAnna Brownrigg  Untitled  36   
Beverly McArthur  Barkley  36   
Joyce Estep Autumn Leaves 36   
Alan Berry Do You See Us 36   
Robert Rutkin  Pretty in Peach 36   
Jim Ewins  Less is More ? 36   
Caryn Adams Cracks, Dust and Light  35   
Robert Rutkin  Sunday in the Park  35   
Maurene Rutkin  Floating Leaf/Debris  35   
Frank Dobrushken  One too many Habeneros 35   
Joyce Estep After the Snowstorm  35   
JoAnna Brownrigg  Flashing Lights  34   

Doug McArthur  Palouse Tree 38 1st 
Norman Share Joshua Tree NP Cap Rock 37 2nd 
Jerry Dunbar  Independence Mine 33 3rd  

Sam Ruljancich Oasis 40 1st * 
Glenn Hudson Barrio Door  40 1st * 
Mike Livdahl  Market Neon  40 1st * pc 
Fletcher Pomeroy Paddling Puffin  40 1st * 
Eric Badeau Spring Fishing  40 1st * 
Sam Ruljancich Halloween Ghoul  39 2nd 
Dick McMahon  Autumn Abstract  39 2nd 
Sylvia Ewins Monument Valley Panorama #1  38 3rd  
Norman Share Day Lily Impression  38 3rd  
Fletcher Pomeroy Rockslide 37   
Eugene Collias Face Painter 36   
Mike Livdahl  Mt. Rainier - July 09  35   
Alan Berry Some Float 35   

Glenn Hudson Light From all Angles  38 1st   pc 
Sylvia Ewins Tree #2 38 1st 



Print Night 
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Sylvia Ewins Monument Valley Panorama #1  

Fletcher Pomeroy Paddling Puffin  

Fred Fu      City Gate 

Fletcher Pomeroy Rockslide 

Fred Fu     Vienna 

Sam Ruljancich 
Halloween Ghoul  

Sylvia Ewins 
Tree #2 

Frank Dobrushken
 Kayla  



Projected Image Division  October 27, 2009  

            

Maker  Title  Medium  Score  Award  PC 

Altered Reality Category  (7 images)         

Dick McMahon  Autumn Kaleidoscope Slide 41 1st*   

Sheri Diggins Drawn to the Flame  Digital  40 2nd*  PC 

Maurene Rutkin  Reflections Digital  38 3rd   

Norman Share A Bit of Shaftesbury  Digital  38 3rd   

Suvro Datta In a Stone Collage Digital  37     

Glenn Hudson Whirlpool  Digital  37     

Sam Ruljancich Maynard Tackles All  Digital  37     

Nature Category   (10 images)         
Darin Rogers Autumnal  Digital  41 1st*   

Fran McCullough Butterfly  Digital  41 1st* PC 

Murali Narayanan  Flying Pelican #187 Digital  41 1st*   

Ginger Jeromchek Cascade of Frost Slide 39 2nd*    

Mike Livdahl  Winter Forest Fractals  Digital  39 2nd*    

Kathy Admire  Tiger Cubs at Play Digital  38 3rd   

Jim Downar  Snowy Plover Digital  38 3rd   

Michael Lavery Autumn in Germany  Digital  36     

Julee Anne Jackson Falls on the Garden Wall Glacier Park  Slide 36     

Wendy Engquist Eat or Bee Eaten Digital  35     

Open Category  (21 images)         
Gretchen Thompson BNSF Train  Digital  41 1st*   

Robert Rutkin  Dusk at the Grand Canyon  Digital  41 1st*   

Eric Badeau Elllstrom Hydroplane  Digital  40 2nd*    

Beverly McArthur  White Orchid  Digital  40 2nd*  PC 

Doug McArthur  Mendenhall #3  Digital  40 2nd*    

John Cornicello  Pagoda Digital  40 2nd*    

Ian Chapin Lake Crescent #1 Digital  39 3rd   

Frank Dobrushken Liberty Bell  Digital  39 3rd   

George Ferrara One Odd One Slide 39 3rd   

Richard Hamann  Watery Stairs  Digital  38     

John M. Smiley Generations in Bronze Digital  38     

Al Koskie Sokol Blosser Winery Digital  38     

Bob Dowdy City Lights  Slide 37     

Caryn Adams Edges Digital  37     

Travis Billet  That Way  Digital  37     

Phillip Brugalette  Log Boom Park Digital  37     

Alicia Richards Open Eyes Digital  37     

Jerry Dunbar  Catalina  Digital  36     

Fred Fu Courtyard  Digital  36     

Eugene Collias Uncle Mitsos Digital  36     

Muriel Siadak  Celebrating the Harvest  Digital  36     

*One Merit Point is awarded to the makers of the images in each category that receive 1st & 2nd place 
and score 39 or above 

PC - People's Choice - This image was voted best in its category by persons present.      

Projected Director  Alicia Richards     

Digital Director  Jim Downar          

Commentator  Sam Ruljancich         

Judges Mike Livdahl, Ian Chapin, Sarah Starr          
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Gretchen Thompson 
BNSF Train  

Jim Downar  Snowy Plover  

Robert Rutkin  
Dusk at the Grand Canyon  
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Projected Night 

Beverly McArthur  
White Orchid  

Eric Badeau Elllstrom Hydroplane  

Frank Dobrushken  Liberty Bell  

Doug McArthur  Mendenhall #3  

Richard Hamann  Watery Stairs  

Sheri Diggins    Drawn to the Flame  

Fran McCullough      Butterfly  

Norman Share A Bit of Shaftesbury  

Murali Narayanan      Flying Pelican #187 

Darin Rogers    Autumnal  

John Cornicello  Pagoda 

Maurene Rutkin   
Reflections 


